Vision for the Future

The people of Dover are being
urged to comment on Dover Harbour
Board’s plans to redevelop the port’s
Western Docks with cross-
channel ferry berths, a new
marina and a property development.

The plans were announced at a
public meeting at Dover Town Hall
in January and were described by
Chief Executive Bob Goldfield as an
historic opportunity to regenerate the
area. The Board says the £300
million development could create
over 2,600 jobs.

The ferry berths are needed
because capacity is running out at the
Eastern Docks Ferry Terminal. With

an arrival or departure of a ferry
every 10 minutes there is little scope
to increase the number of ship
manoeuvres. And road access and
egress is also an issue with a lorry
movement in or out of the terminal
every 10 seconds.

Four ferry berths are proposed
together with a relocation of the
port’s 400-berth marina to a more
attractive and accessible location
off the promenade. A development
of restaurants, shops, offices and a
hotel are also proposed around the
marina.

Dover Western Docks were once
the port’s commercial hub for ferry
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services and deep-sea cargo
operations. But when the Eastern
Docks terminal opened in 1953,
ferry services gradually moved across
with the development of drive-on
drive-off services and a new cargo
terminal opened at Eastern Docks in
1992.

Over 500 people attended the
public exhibition of the plans and
a public meeting which marked the
opening of a second round of public
consultation over the proposals.

“We were delighted by the
feedback to the proposals,” said
Mr Goldfield. “There were
obviously some concerns about
developing off the promenade but
there is a realisation that the port
has to do something to increase port
capacity or else Dover will become
regularly gridlocked by the growth in
lorry traffic.

“But this is not so much a Dover
problem but more of an opportunity
for East Kent for employment and
economic growth. It will also help
alleviate some of the instances when
Operation Stack is needed to hold the
port’s freight traffic.

Mr Goldfield stressed that the
proposal for the Ferry Terminal 2 at
Dover Western Docks was affordable
and deliverable within the Board’s
resources and he was determined to
deliver it by 2012 or 2013 subject to

planning permissions.
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