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Capacity crowd fills Market Square as star switches on Christmas lights

Wow – what
a turn on!

THOUSANDS of people poured into the centre of Dover for
the Christmas lights switch on organised by Town Centre
Management in late November.

Actress Amanda Barrie, a star of TV’s Bad Girls, Coronation
Street and Carry On films, pressed a large button to turn on
hundreds of lights, small and large, to bring festive colour to
a cold November day. She was helped by Town Mayor Cllr
Jan Tranter.

Amanda is currently the lovable Vegetable Fairy in the
Marlowe Theatre, Canterbury, pantomime Jack And The
Beanstalk running until the end of January.

Nearly 5,000 filled the town square and cheered heartily
as the former soap actress powered up the illuminations.

The lights are  on every day during the run up to Christmas.
The event turned into a day of fun and entertainment with

singers, dancers, the Gordon Skeggs roadshow and Father and
Mrs Christmas. They were joined by a team of Gurkhas, who
gave a display of fighting skills and Kent Fire & Rescue.

Earlier in the day international opera singer Miguel
Moncloa treated the crowd to a performance of works by
Puccini, Verdi and Tosti and thrilling them with his perfor-
mance of Time to say Goodbye.

Numerous local businesses have given money, said TCM
coordinator David Somers: “I would like to thank all of them for
doing so, their support for the event has been invaluable and
the town stands to gain a great deal as a result.”

THE Christmas lights switch on
would not have been possible
without the help of several local
businesses who helped finance
the event with Dover Town Centre
Management.

Main sponsors of the event
were Monique’s, Specsavers,
Marks & Spencer, HSBC Bank,
Lloyds TSB Bank, P&O Ferries, Park
Inn, The Best of Dover, Boots,
Curzon Place Recruitment and
Shepherd Neame.

Supporters of the event were
Dover Town Council, Dover
District Council, Dover Harbour
Board, MCL Graphics, Chapter
Eight Restaurant, McDonalds,
Leaflets Direct, Adams Printers,
Effective Communications Group,
Hi-Way Supplies and Business
Computer Solutions.

TCM is grateful to all of them for
their sponsorship and support.
During 2007 a number of the 
businesses will be featured in future
issues of DoverLife.

Big thanks to
event sponsors
and supporters

Above: Actress Amanda Barrie turns a big
switch to light up the town centre.
Left: With Dover’s carnival queen and
princesses afterwards. Both pictures by 
Phil Medgett, Dover Express.
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IT is easy to see what you
want to see and to believe
what you want to believe.

This is just as true for
Dover, its people and its
businesses as it is for 
anywhere else and even
more so in our part of Kent.
If you live in a place for a

long time it is also very
easy to take for granted
the wonderful things
around you that a visitor or

someone new to the area
sees with fresh eyes.  And it is refreshing to hear about
our town through the eyes of newcomers.  

Tom Wenham, Sportworks UK Ltd said: “I am amazed
at the positive response we have had in Dover.” 

Tom, who is organising the Grand National Archery
event in Dover to be held in July 2007, is new to the
town and was impressed by the warm reception he has
had. 

I believe in the power of the individual and that 
everything good and bad, positive or negative starts
with an individual’s thoughts.

Watching a video at a chamber breakfast meeting it
was also clear from the pictures that we saw, that Kent
and especially Dover, with its iconic castle, wonderful
views of the town and harbour is a special place in
which to live and work.  No one in the audience could
deny what a fantastic place we live in.

Later that day I met a group of people working in
Dover, working to help businesses start up and to suc-
ceed.  I had the pleasure of speaking to more than six
new businesses who had recently taken the plunge,
believe in Dover, believed in themselves and have
invested time and money to make themselves and their
community a better place.  

These were ordinary people, doing extra ordinary
things.  These were people who despite many personal
issues, had persevered and now enjoy success.  People
of all ages, class, ability and interest with no privilege or
position.

These are the same people, with the same Dover spirit
who put their hands in their pockets and donated so
generously for the Poppy Appeal a few weeks ago, 
raising over £600 by putting money in poppy boxes dis-
tributed to more than 60 Dover shops, pubs, restaurants
and cafes.

These are the people, the positive people, the ‘Yes’, the
‘can do’ people.

The people who invest in our town, who invest our
future, who invest in our lives.

Until next time.

DAVID SOMERS
DOVER TOWN CENTRE COORDINATOR
(First published in Dover Express on 20/11/06)
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Editorial

We can boost
your business!

JOIN Dover Town Centre
Management for less than
£30 a year to get these 
benefits:
� Raise your profile

through this magazine, 
marketing opportunties and
the DoverLife website
� Networking events
� Involvement in Dover’s

development
� Advance knowledge of

events
� Sponsorship opportuni-

ties
� Exclusive sponsorship

and advertising activities
� Be part of Dover’s future
� Get your voice heard!
Simply fill in the form below if you would like to join and

send your cheque to Dover Town Centre Management at
First Floor, 21 Pencester Road, Dover CT16 1BT.

I ENCLOSE CHEQUE FOR £29.38 (£25 + £4.38 VAT) TO

BECOME A MEMBER OF DOVER TCM FOR ONE YEAR 

NAME

BUSINESS ADDRESS

POST CODE

TEL NO EMAIL

SIGNATURE

OPTIONAL DONATION ENCLOSED? (please tick)

Get in touch . . . 
Articles and advertisements for Dover Life are
always welcome. We publish in February, April,
June, August, October and December.

Deadline dates for 2007 are Mon 15 Jan; Mon
12 March, Mon 14 May, Mon 16 July, Mon 17
Sept, and Mon 12 Nov.

Phone or fax Dover TCM on 01304 225231,
email dovertcm@onetel.com or via 
www.doverlife.co.uk

JOIN NOW!
Contact David Somers,
DTCM 1st floor, 
21 Pencester Road, 
Dover CT16 1BT
T 01304 225231
E dovertcm@onetel.com
www.doverlife.co.uk

M
A

K
E

A
D

IFFER
EN

C
E



Dover Life Dec 06/Jan 07   3

DOVER Pride is celebrating
its first year with a number
of successes. Following the
development of the Town
Centre Masterplan and
Public Realm project, a
number of announcements
have been made.

These include funding in
principle for the Dover
Seasports Centre, the High
Speed Rail Link, the develop-
ment of White Cliffs Business
Park, a new campus for South
Kent College,   redevelop-
ment of Buckland Mill, refur-
bishment of Dover Priory
station, the St James’s devel-
opment and Port of Dover’s
intended expansion.

Dover Pride’s programme
manager Richard Lawrence
said: “These projects show
our commitment to making
Dover a great place to live,
work and visit.”

Revised plans for develop-
ing the St James’s site in
Dover have been submitted
following detailed discussions

and negotiations over several
months between the coun-
cil’s development partner and
relevant consultees to resolve
outstanding issues. 

These have been adver-
tised and will be considered
over the coming months.
The programme is also
working with the South East
England Development
Agency (SEEDA) to see how
added quality can be
brought to the develop-
ment with the possible
inclusion of additional land
around the application site.

Exciting proposals for the
regeneration of the paper
mill site, Buckland Mill at
Crabble Hill are due to be
submitted to Dover Council
planners soon. 

The regeneration is a joint
venture between South East
England Development
Agency (SEEDA) and
Gillcrest Homes. 

More information from
richard@doverpride.org.uk

THE past 12 months has been a landmark year for Dover
Town Centre Management as it celebrated its 10th
anniversary, said Chairman Alan Elcocks during the organ-
isation’s annual meeting during November.

It was an anniversary celebrated with the help of the town
council and ferry operator SeaFrance. TCM has consolidated
its position as a key organisation for coordinating and pro-
moting Dover businesses, community and people.

It will continue to support local businesses by helping
them raise their profiles through marketing and launch
events and by using newly formed links with Business Link
Kent and the Federation of Small Businesses, said Alan.

Ongoing help will also be provided to other organisa-
tions working to improve the quality of life in Dover, man-
aging events such as the Christmas lights switch on and
the Paper Boat Race as part of that remit.

Alan said: “There were many changes in the year, most
notable being the appointment of a new manager, David
Somers. With his appointment came a fresh pair of eyes, a
fresh style of leadership and a fresh set of ideas.

“He has brought a different focus which has concentrat-
ed on partnership working, coordination and delegation,
a management style that invited discussion and consen-
sus and focuses on inclusion.”

Alan also thanked former newsletter editor Kirsti

Stevenson-Knight for her work over the past six years and
also announced that Christine Shrubb will be retiring in
January,  also after six years working for TCM.

On the financial front, Alan revealed that administrative
expenses fell by more than 10 per cent, to £52,153 during
the year. Within that figure there had been savings on
salaries of 19 per cent, dropping to £36,000 – 66 per cent
of TCM’s turnover.

The organisation’s turnover increased by £707 to reach
£55,110. Part of the income included a £5,000 grant from
Dover Town Council and £15,000 from Dover District Council.

Alan said: “Regrettably we have seen a small decline in
our membership – this is currently standing at 118. The
issue here is with businesses failing to renew their sub-
scriptions, despite being reminded. We do continue to
attract new members and this helps us considerably.

“TCM continues to seek additional funding to enable it
to support new events and new initiatives. We are only
too aware of the tough trading conditions the retail sector
has been working in and sees the need to support this
sector in particular.

“Through the broad range of supporters and members,
TCM manages to remain apolitical representing business
interest in general from both large and small businesses in
Dover as well as the wider community.”

Tenth anniversary is highpoint 
of a year of change for TCM

Newly formed

Tough trading

Masterplan paves way for major projects
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DOVER’s Mayor, Cllr Jan Tranter, ventured
Stateside in the late summer to Dover,
New Jersey, to unveil two newly restored
19th century bronze mastiffs. The four
feet high dog statues were originally 
presented to Dover NJ in April 1869 by
Dover UK’s then Mayor John

Birmingham. They
had been cast by
sculptor JW Fiske
and until nearly 10
years ago had
stood guard at the
entrance to the US
mayor’s mansion.
At that time, they
were repositioned
outside the front

entrance of the town hall.
The Dogs of Dover, as they had

become known, were rededicated in
September during a ceremony by Cllr
Mrs Tranter and the Mayor of Dover
NJ, James P Dodd, in front of an
applauding crowd of more than 500
people, local bands and a choir.

Cllr Mrs Tranter made the three day
trip with husband  Cllr Ken Tranter and
Town Sergeant Bryan Walker. Dover NJ
was responsible for all the travel
arrangements.

The trio had nothing but high praise
for their hospitality when they
returned and it is hoped that a 
contingent from the US town will
come here in 2007.

DOVER will be hosting the Grand
National Archery competition next July –
the sport’s equivalent of the World Cup –
and it should be worth around £1 million
to the local economy.

Mike McFarnell, who runs Amanda
Guest House in Harold Street, came up
with the idea for the event to be held
in Dover shortly after it was
announced that London would host
the Olympics in 2012.

Mike told DoverLife: “I thought it
would be a great idea if the town
could be the venue for a major pre-
Olympic sporting event and archery
seemed like a good possibility.

“I know little about the sport other
than it has a worldwide following and is
attracting more and more TV coverage.

“With help from former Dover
Mayor Cllr Ken Tranter, I called togeth-
er a meeting at the town hall to dis-
cuss the idea. That led to us
approaching the the Grand National
Archery Society to suggest Dover to
them. 

“We caught them at the right time
because the tournament organisers
had just been told they were unable
to hold next year’s event at their 

original choice of venue.
“We invited them to see four differ-

ent places in Dover and they ultimate-
ly decided the Duke of York’s Royal
Military School was an ideal place for
their tournament.

In fact, the committee told me then,
the school’s facilities were better than
their own.”

Winning the opportunity to hold
the Grand National is a major coup for
Dover and, as Mike admits, the scale of
the success only becomes obvious
when it is realised that larger towns
and cities in Britain devote entire

departments in their local authorities
to pitch for events like this and the
funding that goes with it.

Competitors will be coming from all
over Europe, the Far East as well as
Australia and the USA.

Tom Wenham has since been hired
by the Grand National Archery Society
to help the town maximise its oppor-
tunities from the event and he is work-
ing closely with Sport UK to ensure
everything runs smoothly in the
months ahead.

Further information from Tom
Wenham via tom@sportworksuk.com

Approach

Ideas man Mike was right on target

Mayor ventures Stateside
to put the bark back in

namesake’s dogs

Mayor Cllr Jan Tranter admires one of the Dover Dogs.



BRINGING Far Eastern style and beauty
to Dover is Monique Dowle who recently
opened her business in Castle Street.

Monique’s is an oasis of Chinese and
Japanese fashions, jewellery, hand-
bags and wedding wear. An integral
beauty parlour offers make up design,
facials and manicures for those impor-
tant occasions or just when in need of
a good pampering.

Monique moved to Dover just one
year ago after she married her 
husband who also helps run a family
business in the town.

Monique said: “I built up a keen
interest in style and beauty back in
China and realised there is nothing
similar in this area. All of the products I
sell have been sourced from Japan or
China and already many people have
been coming in to see what I have on
sale.”

A full range of facial treatments
include eyelash extensions, cleansing,

smoothing, hydrating and rejuvenating
sessions lasting one hour. The full luxury
treatments lasts 90 minutes. Eyelash
extensions in particular have raised
interest as they can help save valuable
time in the mornings removing the
need to apply mascara!

Massages include full body or
back care, aromatherapy, Chinese
head massage and Chinese ear
candles. Nail extensions, pedi-
cures, manicures, infills and repairs
are also available at Monique’s. By
prior arrangement, she is able to
provide hair and make up for brides
on their big day.

Dover Life Dec 06/Jan 07   5

Far Eastern beauty and style
come to Castle Street

Monique Dowle
Monique’s
53 Castle Street,
Dover CT16 1PT
T 01304 823983
E meijunly1@hotmail.com

The classic frontage of Monique’s premises in Castle Street.
Monique shows off some of the stylish items of clothing she
sells in her newly opened shop in Castle Street.

TELEFLORIST

Flowers always please

Ann  &  Pams  Florist
(Pam & Peter Drew)

Day: 01304 202796

Eve: 01304 829329

Fax: 01304 242669

4 Cherrytree Avenue
Dover, Kent CT16 2NL

VAT Reg No. GB 530 411069

10 PRIORY STREET, DOVER
KENT CT17 9AA

Tel: 01304 202622

drt
Technologies
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UPCOMING EVENTS
15th Jan - closing date for
Scholarship Trials
Applications
26th Jan - Dover College
Concert Society - 7pm in
the refectory
27th Jan - Open Morning
of the Infant and Junior
Department –10am until
12.30pm
3rd Feb – 11+ Entrance
Examination and
Scholarship Trials

Dover TCM can offer a job with a difference to the right person.  Our Christine is
retiring in January and we are seeking to replace her.  The replacement will be
working for the Town Centre Co-ordinator in a friendly and flexible atmosphere.
The ability to work without supervision, excellent communication skills, a positive
mental attitude and a good sense of humour would make you right for the job.

Excellent secretarial/pa skills are required, which means you need to be competent in
MS Office package programs.  You will also be required to do basic bookkeeping.

The post holder needs to have good local knowledge, liaise with official bodies
and, of course, talk to the general public. There is also a need to deal with the
media and have a good working knowledge of public relations/marketing.

The position is part-time, from 9am to 1pm, offering diversity and flexibility as
part of a small friendly team. The job offers total involvement and is both interest-
ing and exciting.  

If you wish to apply, please contact us on 01304 225231 for an application form.

Here’s a job with a difference

DOVER has become a vital gateway to
business with the arrival of the East
Kent Enterprise Gateway. 

At the recent launch of the
Enterprise Gateway at Dover Castle,
newly established local businesses
shared their experiences of the sup-

port they had received from the
Enterprise Gateway. 

Dover Town Centre Management’s
boss met Enterprise Gateway’s
Director Dorothy Thom and congratu-
lated her on the progress so far.  David
has established a close working 

Gateway arrival is a boost
for business in Dover

Chinese Restaurant

Catering buffet, A la Carte and Takeaway
12 King Street, Dover, Kent, CT16 1NU

Tel. 01304  219888, Fax. 01304  209777

The Park Inn
Excellent food, drink & live 

entertainment on Friday and 
Saturday evenings. 

Check out your W3 guide for listings.
Excellent new kitchen team.

Stay over in one of our four star 
accommodation rooms for as little as
£35 and that includes your breakfast!

relationship with the Enterprise
Gateway. 

He said: “When Dorothy was looking
for an office I put her in touch with
Dover Pride and Dover District Council
and helped her find new premises in
Castle Street.

“Although the Enterprise Gateway
covers East Kent we wanted Dorothy
and her team in Dover. It was vital for
us, for her and for local businesses for
the organisation to be centrally locat-
ed here.”

Local businesses represented by the
Gateway include a stage management
and lighting company, an artist, a fashion
designer and a costume hire service.

More information from 
info@eastkent.enterprisegateway.net

If you would like to 
advertise in DoverLife,

please phone 01304
225231 and ask for our

rate card. This can 
also be found at 

www.doverlife.co.uk



historical and some
personal. Some are

heart-warming, some are tragic. Every
one is moving, and every one under-
lines the interconnections of places, of
people, and of the past and its future -
the present. But not one of them
could we have known, had not some-
one remembered.”

Town Council clerical officer Tracey
Hubbard was heavily involved in the
War Memorial Project too – her first
task was checking for information
with the Commonwealth War Graves
Commission on some of those named
on the war memorial which stands
outside her office. The ultimate goal of
those involved is to establish details of
all 800 people listed.

During the past 12 months exhibi-
tions have been held to show off
some of the information and pictures
passed on to the project by relatives.
This also included several artefacts

offered by
local residents
and personal
possessions
which once
belonged to
the casualties.

Copies of the
booklet are still
available from
Dover Town
Council at its
offices in
Biggin Street.

Further information from Marilyn
Stephenson-Knight at
maggiesk@btinternet.com
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REMEMBRANCE Sunday in November
saw the culmination of a year long
project, supported by Dover Town
Council, to ensure the town’s war
dead are never forgotten.

A booklet, entitled We
Remember, was published
by the Kent Messenger’s
Dover Mercury to coincide
with the ceremony at the
War Memorial in the town
centre on 12 November.
The occasion drew the
largest crowd in some years
to the memorial.

Local historian Marilyn
Stephenson-Knight has edit-
ed and researched the book-
let with colleague Simon
Chambers and it includes an
introduction by town Mayor Cllr
Jan Tranter while recounting the
stories of some of those who have
been lost in two World Wars.

Marilyn recalls the project began on
Remembrance Sunday 2005 with the
aim of tracing and recording the histo-
ries of Dovorians, military and civilian,
who died in both world wars.

She said: “I’ve researched my own fam-
ily for decades, so I knew exactly how
they had lost their lives in the Great War.
But I realised I knew nothing of all the
others, and so decided that I should
research them also. The intention was
that we should remember them as peo-
ple, not merely as a list of names.

“Beside them are a legion of those
who also stood firm: their families who
lost and mourned, their neighbours
who served on the front line at home,
their comrades who returned -
changed in body and mind. To them
too we remember our debt. 

“Remembrance means many things.
Some of the stories presented are 

New Remembrance booklet is 
project’s lasting legacy

Pictured,  left, the town’s memorial statue (Simon Chambers
photo). Above  WW2 bomb damage at Wellesley Road, Dover,

(Dover Museum photo) and, below, the booklet’s editor Marilyn
Stephenson-Knight 

PMC
Project Management Consultancy

Established in the South East 21 years
Chartered Project Management Surveyors 

& Chartered Quantity Surveyors
41 Castle Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1PT
Tel: 01304 240000 Web: www.pmcs.net

Building Surveys, schedules of dilapidations, insurance claims, 
technical reports, expert witness reports, construction management,

Arbitration, account management, contract documentation

A Christmas cheer extrvaganza is
being planned for Saturday 16
December in the town centre.

The idea is to share around the
Christmas spirit as thousands of
shoppers come into Dover to take
advantage of free parking.

Christmas carols, snow machines,
children’s rides, people in costumes
and mulled wine will all be much in
evidence that day between 10am
and 6pm.

A number of locations have been
earmarked which were being 
confirmed with the Highways
Agency as DoverLife went to press.

More information from the town
council on 01304 242625.

Extravaganza
looms for town
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Don’t forget – Free car parking in Dover after
10am on Saturdays 16 and 23 December

Dover Town Centre Management is supported by:

Dover
Chamber of
Commerce

Dover Town
Council

CURRENT work to regenerate Dover
and the promise of a new fast train ser-
vice to London will go a long way to
reversing the town’s stagnation, writes
Chamber of Commerce Chief Executive
Ray Haines.

The chamber has been heavily
involved in presenting the business
case for a number of developments in
the town as well as ensuring there is on
going capacity for developing small
businesses and encouraging local
entrepreneurs.

Projects actively being pursued
include the chamber’s own ambitious

scheme to develop a four star hotel
atop the White Cliffs overlooking the
Channel.

Multi-million pound developments
in the town’s investment zone and the
York Street area have also called for the
chamber’s involvement. 

Dover Pride, one of the main drivers
of regeneration in our area, has now
marked its first anniversary (see article
elsewhere) and is winning funding
from SEEDA, Kent County Council, and
the district authority. Its work is a clear
sign of intent to provide firm support in
developing the town area.

The district council has taken the
bold decision to increase housing  for
10,000 more people over the coming
20 years. Alongside this there are now
very good plans to attract jobs for them
and develop the infrastructure to sup-
port these schemes.

With all of this activity, the prospects
for a brighter Dover are growing all the
time and thankfully, are a far cry from
the reputation acquired a few years ago
for asylum seekers and bootlegging.

The chamber can be contacted via
mail@doverchamber.co.uk or 01304
824955.

Chamber gets stuck in to
helping Dover turn a corner

Saturday 9th December
Aycliffe School Boot Fair 8am to 1pm. Father Christmas will be in his grotto. Phone
01304 202651 to book table.

Sunday 10th December 
Friends of Dover Castle Annual Carol Concert. Held in St Mary’s Church, Dover
Castle, 4.30-5.30pm. For members of  Friends of Dover Castle.

Tuesday 19th December
Family Day at Dover Museum. Make a variety of Christmas decorations from
around the world.Dover Museum 

Sunday 31st December Monday 1st January 2007
New Years Eve Disco, Community Hall, Belgrave Road Dover 8pm until 12-
30am, £10 per ticket, price includes a bottle of wine per table of four, and a
buffet served at 10-30pm, no children under 11 and these must be accompa-
nied by an adult. Entrance must be booked contact Sheila Amos 01304 214290

Sunday 7th January 2007
Family Day at Dover Museum
Make and decorate an animal mask. Choose from a variety of animals. Drop in
anytime between 10am and 4.30pm Normal admission charges to the muse-
um apply, there is no extra charge for the workshop. FREE to DDC residents.

What’s on in Dover – Dec/Jan THE Dover Partnership Against Crime
continues to go from strength to
strength, with more shops and busi-
nesses in Dover joining its ranks.

DPAC is grateful to the CCTV operators,
and police patrols – especially Dover
town beat officer PC Steve Alexander –
for all their hard work and support.
Among the latest incidents was that of a
woman who drove off from one Dover
store for the second time in a week with
goods she had stolen. Imagine her 
surprise when police officers knocked on
the door of her home 15 miles away and
arrested her! 

For every person who is arrested for
theft, there are usually two or three
others deterred from following suit by
staff standing near the doors.

If you want to know more about
DPAC, and if you would like to join,
please contact our co-ordinator Karen
Griffiths on 01304 218172.

Crime team thrives




