Council and newspaper lobby for an end to traffic misery

Petitions pile on pressure
to end Operation Stack

KENT County Council and the Kent
Messenger Group are pressing the
government to help find an alterna-
tive to Operation Stack, the scheme
used to park lorries along the M20
when they cannot cross the Channel.
Stack prevents dozens of articulated
lorries causing gridlock in Dover town

centre and its immediate surrounding
area. However it causes widespread
traffic chaos for many miles along the
M20 corridor.

After the operation had been invoked
for the third tme in 2007, KCC launched
an on line petition to persuade ministers
to find an alternative. For anyone who

THE first meeting of the TCM backed
Promotions Working group was
held in mid January.

Several local businesses came
together to discuss a wide variety of
ideas on how Dover organisations
can help improve their operation as
well as the image of the town just
by making small, low cost changes.

Repainting premises, building and

Town promotions group
holds debut meeting

updating web sites, creating a web
ring of Dover businesses, contribut-
ing to DoverLife magazine were
among the issues discussed.

Group members also decided to
meet on the third Monoday of each
month and accordingly, the next
meeting will be held on Monday 19
February at the TCM offices in
Pencester Road - all are welcome.

wishes to register, the address is
www.kent.gov.uk/static/surveys/
op_stack/operation_stack.htm.

At much the same time, the Kent
Messenger Group launched its on line
petition at www.kentonline.co.uk/
stopstack

Joint editors Bob Bounds and Leo
Whitlock said in a statement: “The
endless queues and hours sat in jams
caused by the bad weather and strik-
ing French unions cannot go on.

“We realise there is no easy answer
but Stack is a crude and cumbersome
way of dealing with the lorry log jam."

Dover District Council leader Clir Paul
Watkins added: “Dover is really begin-
ning to pick up economically, but we
need access at all times and turning the
M20 into a lorry park is not helpful.”

Ferry strikes

Over a number of years, Operation
Stack has been used when there have
been harbour and ferry strikes in
France or bad weather in the Channel.
Sometimes, vehicles have had to park
for days at a time on the M20 waiting
for things to get back to normal.

Bad weather in recent weeks has
seen some lorry drivers and motorists
stranded overnight in their vehicles -
their suffering making national media
headlines.

KCC leader Paul Carter has said an
alternative to closing the M20 would be
to create a holding area on farmland.

He said: “| am told we would need
about 100 acres of well-drained land
which could be overlaid with a protec-
tive mesh to provide a holding area
Continued on page five.
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